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: . : wn ¢ A arveillane .
The twenticth century has been mark- S l conducting survcillance  of a  of intellicence agencics were then fuced
y » ~ g v Colle o S " _
«d by d succession of different lorms warthmore College pitlosophy profes- with the need to identify and control
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et ! R enlisted . the  ussistince  of he NET Atter in cview of the anarchic
criminal  anurchy slatutes,  sedition i | ol the local - easy matter in “view of the anarciue
. ‘ o A police amd postmaster, as well s aoterized by hizhly
QWS poriation rressional anti : SR as well a5 a padical milicu, characterized by ‘highiy
faws, dkporumo..\, Congressionud anti ~campus secufity. officer and  swi ; o s voune npeople
subversive  probes, loyalty ouths, en- poo0y and  switch-. mobile and anonymous youny peopie,
PR N N ard operator, In one of loe o . tile formal
forced registration, These and related ments, the Fpl the docu-  who tend to be [“35‘-[} to o
measurcs still survive. But in recent’ Pliily ] v agent in charge of the organization and {euadership. The socia
A ” ) wladelphio bureau inst . . st ot
P : : ; ¢ : ructs his avents qmoteness of new radicals concentrat-
s ovears W Nore - able ay 5 remotenes i
. ycal . no v, more fc?.fm(l}l le WQS at Media that more interviews are ed in Stribal” self-contained groups
of responding, to political and sovial- ) TR . diffiealt t
movements, on the left have emerged. .in -m}qc <. for plenty - of made it all the more difficult to
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Despite the- efforts of intellizence
officials to Kecp intelligence operations
sceret, reliable information about our

“intelligence- system - is ‘steadily accumu-

Jonger seriously doulbt

-control

Jating. We now. have a clearer picture of

the methods and targets of political
surveillance. As a result, we can no

that tlic main
purpose+ of such activity is political
of dissent or that the fre-
quently advanced justi fications of law

S

-enforcement or nnt\onul sc*unty are

often no more than a co»

On .\!thh 21, 1971 a roup calling_
itself lhc,(’,xtlz.ul,a Comumission to In-
vesticate the FBL mailed or delivered to
& CoNngressman and schator as well as to
the Washington Post, The New York
Times, und the Los Angeles Times a
puacket containing fourteen documents,

cselected from over 1,000 stolen from a.

a memorandun

"small FBI oftice in Media, Pennsylvania,

a suburb of Philudelphia. The fourteen
docilmcnts, all of them of recent date
and undisputed authenticity, show that
the FEB1 concentrates much . of ity
investisutive cffort on college dissentérs
and black student groups. According Lo
from J. Bdgar Hoover
such groups *pose a dcfinit; threat to
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“conélusion thut he has not been able to
csupport and that both the Washington

~volunteer

an FOEFagent behind every muilbox,
In addition, some will be avercome
by the muwim..nn" pummhlu&.
of the contacling agent and il
to tell all—perhaps ol a
cantinuing basis,
D ramatic disglosures of this sort as
well as the recent Senate
Army will

hearings on

intelligence v..ndoubt\dly

help to cure the surviving skepticism
about these practices.
cently even the targets of surveillance
~were reluctant to credit the existence
“of police activities which violute the
most deeply held premises of their
society. But political surveillance has
become so oblrusive and

numerous that it can nd longer be
cusily ‘ignored or justified. A sharper

awareness of intelligence has, in turn,
opened up new sources of daty aboult a
field which [ have been
_since the McCarthy- era.? o

of dossiers, informers,
infiltrators ure hardly new. Bat since the
carly Sixties, when attorneys gencral in
the South formed a rucliment: ary inteili-

researching

course

gence network in order 1o curb the
wtegrationist activities of students, po-.

litical surveillance and associated proc-
tices have wrmd throushoiit |

-RDP75-
as expanded largely
because of the scale dnd militanve of
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society.
- modued

. with millious of dossiers ‘of

effective than other institutions in our’
Their technicues were-as out-
“as their notions
dominated by an old Left compuased of
“Communists,” *‘fellow travelers,” and
“fronts.” Intelligence files were choked
aging or
dead rtadicals. At the same time, new
“padgetry —miniaturization,  audio-clec-
tronics, infrared lens cameras; comput-
‘ers, and data banks—gave intelligence
possibilities undreamed of by the most
zealous practitioners of the repressive’
arts of the nineteenth cmtury. :
According to the herald
“technetronic”  society, .
" Brrezinski, new developments in tech-
nology. will make it *“possible to assert
~almost u)ntlm_mus. surveillance  over
every citizen and nwintain up-tn-date
files, containing even personal informa-
tion about the. . .bchavior of the it
izen, in addition lo ‘the. more custrit-
ary data.” Full access to-critical data,
he adds, will give the undercover agent
and the- rovihg political spy greater
ﬂc‘ubll-uy in plannmg, and exceuting
_countermeasures, g
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of subversion. |




